The Ideal woman – Proverbs 31: 10-31 – Michael Mazzalongo

Intro – If you were to look at various women’s magazines you would soon find out what qualities are being promoted for the “ideal” woman of the 90’s and into this century.

· Relaxed in manner, attitude and dress.

· Healthy (body, skin, hair, etc.) – Strong in mind.

· Independent – even if she is married.

· Aware and involved in what is going on.

· She’s making a place for herself in the world.

· These are the “catchwords” of today’s modern woman. 

· This morning I’d like to share with you a portrait of the ideal woman designed by God and revealed 2500 yrs. ago in the book of Proverbs and see how they compare, not an exhaustive picture and doesn’t deal with every area of human relationships but does indicate some qualities that are pleasing in God’s sight.

I. Description Of An Ideal Woman – Proverbs 31: 10-31

· Proverbs 31: 10-31 at the end of the book of proverbs in a beautiful acrostic poem extolling the virtues of the ideal woman.

· Acrostic poems are those where each line of poetry begins with subsequent letters of the alphabet. 

· In this poem the writer begins his description by saying one thing about the virtuous woman —> She is rare. (vs. 10 – Read)
· Not every woman is like this, he says; just like not every piece of jewelry is precious — pearls are precious because they are rare and hard to find (all jewelry shines but not all are valuable). 

· A virtuous woman (inner strength) is hard to find, even harder to find than precious Jewels.

II. What makes her so valuable? – vs.11-12
· The writer summarizes her value in describing her relationship to her husband — she is trustworthy.

· The author tells us that the innate quality that this woman possesses is her trustworthiness.

· Not just to her husband but as an essential quality that she has as a person (with or without a husband, she is trustworthy).

· When you have found a woman like this, you have found a precious stone.

III. Outward Signs of Inward Qualities – vs.13-24
· In the following verses the author goes on to describe the outward signs that reveal that precious inward quality of trustworthiness.

A. She is a good manager and hard worker – vs.13-23

· Author gives several examples of this:

      vs.13           1. Cheerful in her work
· She doesn’t complain or see her work as a burden.

      vs.14           2. She uses imagination in preparing food and is a wise shopper,                           careful with her money.

      vs.15           3. Manages her responsibilities well in her home. She is “on top” of the situation concerning her affairs.

      vs.16; 24    4. She has good business sense and knows how to turn a profit.

· Without sacrificing her home, she is able to use for business talents to the advantage of her home. She doesn’t ruin her home with outside work She builds it up.

     vs.17-19      5. She is not afraid of hard work and does not waste her time at home.
· This is a woman who knows the difference between leisure and laziness.

· She demonstrates that a well managed home is profitable enterprise.

· She understands that “time” is “money” even for the woman who is at home and uses her time at home profitably. 

· A well managed home is like a second salary.

   vs.21-23       6. By her work at home she contributes to her family’s and her husband’s reputation in the community.

· Her children are clean, well fed and mannered, well dressed and her husband is also and that is a reflection of their home of which she is the manager.

· If marriage is a partnership the woman that the author describes here is a good partner to have.

· So in describing the outward signs that point to the inward quality of the ideal woman the author begins by describing the things that make her a good manger and hard worker.

A. Good Manager and Worker.

B. Good Character and Reputation – vs.20; 25-27

· The second outward sign that reveals this trustworthiness is her good character and reputation within her community. Says 4 things about her character:
vs.25              1. Kind and generous
· James tells us that benevolence to the poor and homeless is the sign of true piety – James 1: 27

· She is truly a spiritual woman with a Godly character.

   vs.25              2. She has confidence.
· She is not afraid of the future (near or far) because her faith and good works cover her with honor and power.

· She is a person who is at ease in her conscience because her heart and hands are busy doing what is right.

· She is not guilt ridden or depressed because she is busy giving herself away to others she loves.

   vs.26              3. She is wise.
· Her tongue is not for gossip but rather for edification.

· This is one of my own mother’s qualities and one I have also found in my wife.

· Both never use their words to destroy always to build others up beginning with myself and our children and then others. 

· This is wisdom from above and the woman of the poem demonstrates that she has this.

  vs.27               4.She is concerned, but her first and primary concern is her home and family.
· It is not that she isn’t concerned with the problems of her society (She does help the poor etc.) but the concerns of her home are first. 

· When we take care of our own home first there are usually less problems in the world. 

· She is aware of the needs of her family and the community and concerned about fulfilling them using all of her skills and qualities refined through years of service and practice.

· Paul says in 1Cor.11:3 that the man is the head of woman and consequently the head of the home but the writer balances out this picture by showing us that the woman is the heart of the home. When the head and the heart are in union with Christ as the Lord of the home, what a wonderful place that home is.

IV.    The Rewards of The Ideal Woman – vs.25-31

· In the last few verses the author describes the rewards awaiting such a person and clear signs that she is a virtuous woman.

· She has this trustworthiness demonstrated by Good stewardship of her home and a Godly character and these bring her rewards:

              1. Her family praises her – vs.28-29
· Her children are thankful that they have a mother like her – what a reward for a mother, grateful children.

· Her husband sees her as the best of all women.

· Suggest his absolute fidelity and devotion.

                2. Her Community Praises Her – vs.31
· Her neighbors, friends and community see her as a woman of value and character.

· In the end the author summarizes the true essence of the value of this person — vs.30 (Read)
· Her motivating factors are not beauty or charm (social acclaim)

· She is a person that fears (respects /obeys) the Lord — this is what motivates her.

· Her desire to work well, to serve others, to develop a good character are inspired by her basic faith and desire to obey God, who wants all of his daughters to become women of value.

Summary.
· Notice some of the things that were not mentioned here:

1) Her looks (skin, hair, weight, height, figure).

2) Her independence (Not even a question for her).

3) Her knowledge / Education.

· These were not mentioned not because they are not in themselves important but rather because they did not make her more valuable one way or another.

· Notice however what was mentioned as important:

1) Her work concerning her responsibility towards her husband, family, community (N.T. times = church).

2) Her attitude of kindness and wisdom.

3) Her confidence and lack of guilt.

4) Her reward of praise from the three groups that she serves:

·  Family / Community/ and
· Of course God Himself praises her because she serves Him and He wrote this poem in her honour.

Exhortation.
1) We have extremes in recognizing woman in or society. Either we have a day that honors only those women that have children (Mother’s Day) or the various organizations that promote those women who see themselves as feminists. 

2) I want to encourage those women who work hard in raising children but I want to include all those women who are striving to become women of valor in our society, regardless of their status. — and who are these women in our day?

· Women who are resisting the pressure from the Media and society to work only on the outward beauty but through patient obedience to Jesus Christ are creating a beautiful inward person. 

· Women who, in a thousand ways, every day serve their husbands and / or families, church and school and community and do so with a smile, sincerity and diligence.

· Women whose strongest desire is not to be free and independent but rather desire to be useful, kind, and generous to those who are in need.

· Women who are keeping themselves pure and ready for the return of Jesus Christ.

· We have many such women in our congregation and our young men should take careful note of this lesson and review it seriously because I think that many times this criteria for finding wives is based more on worldly ideas hatched in Hollywood than Godly ones found in scripture.

· For these women, whether they are married or widowed or single; with or without children – I pray that God will bless you as true women of valor.

· I also pray that as the precious jewels that you are, you will shine forth among all others and receive the reward of praise that you so richly deserve. 
Invitation

· Are you such a women? Would you like to be? 

1. First step is to give your life to Jesus in repentance and baptism. In so doing you become pure again, no matter what you’ve done and special in Gods sight.

2. If you’ve gone away from Him and not been the kind of woman God wants you to be, repent and come back to him for forgiveness and restoration.

· Come forward today anyone but especially the ladies ….

